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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . The following is a Non-Final Office Action in response to the communication 
received on September 26, 2001. Claims 1-51 are now pending in this application. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

2. The examiner has reviewed the patents and publications supplied in the 
Information Disclosure Statement (IDS) received on January 14, 2002. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

4. Claims 1,2, 5-22, 25-51 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Chisholm (U.S. 5,400,248). 

As per claim 1, Chisholm discloses a method of collaborative voting, comprising: 
receiving a request for voter voting information (col. 3, lines 34-38; col. 16, lines 

41-42; Voters may view voting information of other voters, including votes by voter 

categories.); 

providing the requested voter voting information in an anonymous manner such 
that the identities individual voters are not disclosed (col. 16, lines 43-45; Voters may 
remain anonymous.); and 
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receiving a vote based on the voter voting information (col. 15, lines 21-42; 
Voters place conditional votes, which means their votes are based on the voter voting 
information of other voters.). 

As per claim 2, Chisholm discloses the method of claim wherein receiving 
request for voter voting information includes receiving a selection of one more voter 
categories which voter information is to be provided (col. 16, lines 41-42; Voters may 
view voting information of other voters by voter categories.). 

As per claim 5, Chisholm discloses the method of claim 2, wherein the one or 
more voter categories are based on voter affiliation with other voters (col. 16, lines 41- 
42; Voters placed in the same categories have some type of affiliation with each other.). 

As per claim 6, Chisholm discloses the method of claim 5, wherein the voter 
voters are identified by a group identifier (col. 16, lines 41-42 and 57-60; Voters are 
identified as being with a voter category. Voters are also given labels as a means of 
identification.). 

As per claim 7, Chisholm discloses the method claim 1, wherein providing the 
requested voter voting information includes outputting voter voting information in a 
graphical form on a display device (col. 3, lines 9-13; col. 4, lines 58-59; col. 6, lines 38- 
43). 

As per claim 8, Chisholm discloses the method claim 2, wherein providing the 
requested voter voting information includes providing voter voting information for each 
of the one more categories selected (col. 6, line 51 -col. 7, line 21 ; col. 16, lines 41-42; 
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Voters may view voting information of other voters by voter categories. Voter voting 
information may be based on any combination of individual voters or voter groups.). 

As per claim 9, Chisholm discloses the method of claim 2, wherein providing the 
requested voter voting information includes providing voter voting information for a 
combination of the one or more voter categories selected (col. 6, line 51-col. 7, line 21; 
col. 16, lines 41-42; Voters may view voting information of other voters by voter 
categories. Voter voting information may be based on any combination of individual 
voters or voter groups.). 

As per claim 10, Chisholm discloses the method of claim 8, wherein providing the 
requested voter information further includes providing voter voting information for a 
combination of the one more voter categories selected (col. 6, line 51-col. 7, line 21; col. 
16, lines 41-42; Voters may view voting information of other voters by voter categories. 
Voter voting information may be based on any combination of individual voters or voter 
groups.). 

As per claim 1 1 , Chisholm discloses the method of claim 1 , wherein providing the 
requested voter voting information includes providing a dynamically updated display of 
the requested voter voting information (col. 6, lines 46-48; col. 9, lines 33-50; Voter 
voting information is dynamically updated and graphically displayed to voters throughout 
the voting process.). 

As per claim 12, Chisholm discloses the method of claim 1 , wherein providing the 
requested voter voting information includes providing voter comments entered by voters 
included in the voter voting information (col. 5, lines 39-41; col. 6, lines 46-48). 
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As per claim 13, Chisholm discloses the method of claim 1 , wherein the request 
for voter voting information includes a request for voter voting information for voters 
having similar characteristics as a user that submitted the request (col. 2, lines 21-37; 
col. 8, lines 59-67; col. 9, lines 16-20; Voters may submit conditional votes that include 
analysis of voter voting information that is similar to the requesting voter's voting 
information.). 

As per claim 14, Chisholm discloses the method of claim 13, wherein providing 
the requested voter voting information includes: 

retrieving characteristics for the user; and searching a voter database for voter 
entries corresponding to one or more of the characteristics for the user (col. 2, lines 21- 
37; col. 8, lines 59-67; col. 9, lines 16-20; Voters may submit conditional votes that 
include group dependencies, which require a search and analysis for voter voting 
information that is similar to the requesting voter's voting information.). 

As per claim 15, Chisholm discloses the method of claim 13, wherein providing 
the requested voter voting information includes providing a ranking of an amount of 
similarity between other voters 1 characteristics and the user's characteristics (col. 5, 
lines 16-17; col. 7, lines 3-16; Voters may submit conditional votes that include analysis 
of voter voting information that is similar to the requesting voter's voting information. 
Voters may include a ranking of their conditional votes.). 

As per claim 16, Chisholm discloses the method of claim 1 , wherein receiving a 
vote based on the voter voting information includes receiving an indication of whether 
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the vote is permanent or non-final (col. 15, lines 21-42; Voting iterations allow for non- 
final votes to be indicated. Final votes are the last vote cast.). 

As per claim 17, Chisholm discloses the method of claim 16, wherein if the vote 
is non-final, the vote may be changed within a predetermined period of time from when 
the vote was received (col. 15, lines 21-42). 

As per claim 18, Chisholm discloses the method of claim 1 , wherein the voter 
voting information includes information regarding non-final votes and permanent votes 
cast by voters, and wherein providing the voter voting information includes providing 
non-final votes in a format different from permanent votes (col. 15, lines 21-42). 

As per claim 19, Chisholm discloses the method of claim 1 , further comprising: 

storing an indication vote in association with voter characteristic information of 
the voter that submitted the vote (col. 16, lines 57-60; Voters are labeled so that their 
voting behavior is tracked.). 

As per claim 20, Chisholm discloses the method of claim 19, wherein storing an 
indication of the vote further includes storing an indication of the status of the vote as 
being either non-final or permanent (col. 15, lines 21-42). 

Claims 21, 22 and 25-51 recite substantially similar subject matter as claims 1, 2 
and 5-20 above. Therefore, claims 21 , 22 and 25-51 are rejected on the same basis as 
claims 1 , 2 and 5-20 above. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 3, 4, 23 and 24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Chisholm (U.S. 5,400,248) as applied above. 

As per claims 3 and 4, Chisholm does not expressly disclose the method of claim 
2, wherein one or more voter categories are based on one or more of age, race, gender, 
income level, occupation, political party affiliation, or demographic information. 
However, the voter labels or voter categories taught by Chisholm (col. 16, lines 41-42 
and 57-60) could easily include age, race, gender, income level, occupation, political 
party affiliation, or demographic information as the conditional voting system taught by 
Chisholm is designed to depend on a variety of characteristics of other voters (col. 6, 
line 57-col. 7, line 21). Thus, at the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to 
a person of ordinary skill in the art for the system of Chisholm to have voter categories 
be based on age, race, gender, income level, occupation, political party affiliation, or 
demographic information since doing so provides voters with further criteria with which 
to create their conditional votes, thus providing a more powerful conditional voting 
process. 
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Claims 23 and 24 recite substantially similar subject matter as claims 3 and 4 
above. Therefore, claims 23 and 24 are rejected on the same basis as claims 3 and 4 
above. 

Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

• Aronoff (U.S. 3,722,793) discusses a voting system; 

• Grofman et al. "Efficient use of reference group cues in a single dimension," 
Springer Science+Business Media B.V., March 1990 [retrieved from Internet] 
discusses the importance of knowing other group members' votes; and 

• Archived version of www.epinions.com, 2000 [retrieved from Internet] discusses 
allowing raters to view other rater's ratings before submitting their own rating. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to C. Michelle Tarae (formerly, C. Michelle Colon) whose 
telephone number is 571-272-6727. The examiner can normally be reached Monday - 
Friday from 8:30am to 5:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Tariq Hafiz, can be reached at 571-272-6729. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
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published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Any response to this action should be mailed to: 



Commissioner for Patents 



P.O. Box 1450 



Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



or faxed to: 



703-872-9306 



[Official Communications; including After Final 



communications labeled "Box AF"] 



571-273-6727 



[For status inquiries, draft communication, labeled 



Proposed" or "Draft"] 



Hand delivered responses should be brought to: 



United States Patent and Trademark Office 



Customer Service Window 



Randolph Building 



401 Dulany Street 



Alexandria, VA 22314 




C. Michelle Colon 
Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 3623 



December 12, 2005 



